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nas have declared that the Devas and the Asuras were the
sons of PrajapatI, the Creator, and all were equally powerful.
In other words, the dualism of Good and Evil is co-existent
with the creation of the world, and Evil is as powerful as
Good. It was thought necessary to strengthen the power of
the Devas, who represented the principle of Good, by means
of prayers and sacrifices, and the early Aryans realising this,
took to sacrifices in honour of Indra and the other Devas,
But, as we have said before, there were men and sects in
ancient Aryan society, who did not believe in the existence
of Indra or his beneficent powers, and held independent
opinions of their own. Some did not see the necessity of
worshipping Fire, or performing the Sonia sacrifice In honour
of Indra; while others regarded Fire as too sacred to be
polluted by the offerings of the flesh of sacrificed animals.
This gave rise to schsims, dissensions, religious intolerance,
and afterwards to active hostility resulting in terrible blood-
shed.
Indra having been regarded as the all-powerful and bene^
volent Deva, those that were opposed to his worship were
naturally put down to be malevolent, and siding with the
Asura, named Vjtra, and bis hosts, and were in fact called
Asuras, The Cosmic struggle was thus transferred to earth
and men. The followers and the worshippers of Indra and
the other deities were called the Dwas, and the opponents of
Indra-worship and sacrifice were called the Asuras, and
these became the hateful term$ to the one party, or the other.
The nomadic Aryans and hunters who harassed the settled
Aryans by stealing their cows and looting and pillaging their
villages were regarded as the incarnations of the evil powers
or the Asuras, and those that opposed the worship of Indra
and the performance of sacrifices, though they were not so
barbarous as the nomads, and were probably as advanced in
civilisation as the Vedic Aryans, were also classified with the
nomads and hunters under that name, and called the <c Aryan
The struggle was thus two-fold, one against the